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Best wishes to Year 12 who finished school yesterday with celebration and fanfare.  Staff and students 
enjoyed singing, dancing and speeches at assembly in the morning, a special morning tea for the  
teachers (thank you) and the staff room literally swamped with balloons.  It was great to welcome  
parents to our assembly to share the memories, photos and laughter.  The celebrations continued last 
night with over 230 parents, students and teachers sharing dinner at the Stawell Gun Club amidst 
speeches and entertainment which paid tribute to students and staff, and encouraged our graduates to 
take hold of their own futures. 
 

Yesterday’s assembly also provided an opportunity to present certificates for students receiving credits 
and distinctions in the Westpac Bank Mathematics Competition and the University of NSW English 
Competition.  These are international competitions which provide the school and individual students 
feedback about their performance in these areas.  We particularly congratulate Hollie Griffiths and 
Louis Martin for gaining distinctions in English and Eric Lu, Eva Wang and Fay Sun for achieving high 
distinctions in mathematics, with Eric in the top two percent of the state!  All Year 8 and 10 students 
enter the competitions, and students from other year levels may also choose to do so.  We encourage 
everyone to take up this opportunity next year to practise their skills and evaluate their performance. 
 

We were deeply saddened with the passing of Mrs Margaret Pecheniuk, our respected colleague and 
friend who died last week following a struggle with cancer.  Peggy will be remembered by staff and  
students for her enthusiasm for learning and her genuine care for students.  Her “medieval days”  
immersed the whole school in history, and her passion for reading was instrumental in launching our 
DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) program.  Peggy was a former student of Stawell High School and 
her connection with students was enriched by her long association with the community and her  
commitment to bringing out the best in everybody.  Her cheerful interaction with students, staff and the 
community will be fondly remembered. 
 

We look forward to Year 7 students from rural schools joining us next Tuesday and Thursday, and to 
meeting with Year 7 parents on Wednesday evening.  We are hoping that the orientation days ease the 
transition to secondary school by enabling students to meet staff and students, and become familiar with 
the layout of the school. 
 
Peter Hilbig 
Principal 



A chainsaw is a beautiful thingA chainsaw is a beautiful thing  
Last week eight Year 11 and 12 VCAL Literacy students and I took part in a chainsaw 
operation course.  
It was run by Adrian Lucas and Damien Hurst from Ballarat University . 
The day started with a three hour theory session which demystified the portable power 
tool but also gave novices like me a healthy respect for the machine. 
After lunch we spent three hours learning how to use a chainsaw.  Somehow the other 
first time users Brent Moloney, Jake Atkins and Dale Pitcher seemed to be less  
intimidated than Ms Slorach.  I couldn’t help thinking back to the theory part where we 

were told that the chain travels at speeds of up to 25 metres per second and hoping I’d remember to avoid the kick back 
quadrant that might just knock a different kind of block off!  Trenton James, Chris Carson, Corey Fleming, Brad 
Lanagan and Brandon Tiley quickly honed their existing skills as we put on our safety gear and set about our first task of 
completing boring cuts.  After that it was cross, top, under, vertical, horizontal and wedge cuts.  The result was a set of fine 
looking pine stools. 
As the practise continued, it became increasingly obvious how well a chainsaw is designed.  If we held it the right way, 
adopted the correct stance, were aware of the safety aspects, understood its other features and how to use them properly the 
machine completed the task with very little effort on behalf of the operator.   
Adrian and Damien were excellent teachers and by the end of the day it was a confident and happy gang of chainsaw  
operators.   We all finished with not just practical chainsaw skills but an appreciation for the design and technology of a 
chainsaw.  
Certificates will be mailed to students as soon as they arrive at SSC.   
Congratulations to all Year 12 VCAL students and best wishes for the future. Ms Slorach. 

 

  
 
 

Students study their chainsaw manuals 
during a chainsaw operation theory 
class with Mr Adrian Lucas and Mr 
Damien Hurst from Ballarat University. 

We’re all lumberjacks and we’re okay...!  
VCAL students Chris Carson, Brandon 
Tiley, Jake Atkins, Dale Pitcher, Brad 
Lanagan, Trenton James, Brent Moloney 
and Corey Fleming are all smiles after 
completing the chainsaw operation course.  
Note the stylish pine stools. 

Strangely enough when it 
was Ms Slorach’s turn  
everyone  cleared the 
area.  Straighten that arm 
Ms Slorach! 

Calculators for Senior Students in 2010  -  VCE Students. 
Students who study VCE mathematics are required to use an approved CAS or graphics calculator. 
The use of technology is an outcome of all VCE mathematics subjects. 
Year 12 examinations in Further Mathematics, Mathematical Methods CAS and Specialist Mathematics require the use of 
an approved CAS or graphics calculator. 
Due to advances in technology it is recommended that students who study VCE mathematics purchase the following  
calculator. 
Year 11 
Mathematical Methods CAS  CASIO CLASSPAD 330 CAS calculator 
General Mathematics   CASIO CLASSPAD 330 CAS calculator 
General Mathematics (Advanced) CASIO CLASSPAD 330 CAS calculator 
Year 12 
Specialist Mathematics   CASIO CLASSPAD 330 CAS calculator 
Mathematical Methods   CASIO CLASSPAD 330 CAS calculator 
Further Mathematics   CASIO CLASSPAD 330 CAS calculator OR 
      TI84PLUS Graphics calculator   
Students who purchased a TI84PLUS graphics calculator for General Mathematics in 2009 will be able to use this  
calculator for Further Mathematics in 2010. 
Students will be able to purchase a CASIO CLASSPAD 330 CAS calculator through the school this term and order forms 
will be available from their Maths teacher. 
VCAL Students. 
VCAL students will need a scientific calculator for VCAL numeracy. These may be purchased at the General Office for 
$20.  
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It all started early on Sunday morning.  Students arrived on time and appeared ready to get to Melbourne and starting  
working….maybe the sun at 7.30am in the morning casts strange illusions.  Students travelled to Ararat via a bus, then onto  
Melbourne on the train.  The first task was to get the students from Southern Cross train station to South Yarra where the  
Claremont Hotel was located. 
 

The students’ first task, after having lunch of course, was to test their routes to their work places – some did this more  
successfully than others, it was discovered Monday morning.  Sunday night’s activities were bowling and the movies to finish off 
the day. 
 

Monday morning the teachers wished the students luck and sent them on their merry way.  At this point, a few students had some 
delays in finding their work places, but eventually they all made it.  After finishing their first day of work, there were mixed  
reactions, from ‘it was excellent!’ to ‘do I have to go back tomorrow?’  That evening, students were free to do as they wanted.  
Many went out to dinner and then came back early, slightly tired. 
 

The rest of the week went well, with teachers conducting work place visits to see what the students were actually doing.  Some of 
the industries that students were working in were: special education, childcare, engineering, landscaping, construction, charity, 
primary teaching and retail. 
 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday nights involved: the Crown complex, Silvers Circus, Ice Skating, Chadstone shopping centre 
and a free concert at Federation Square for ‘youth decide about climate change’.   

Some comments the students made were:  
�  Working with disabled kids made me realize that I don’t have life tough. Emily Dean 
�  It was different to what I expected - Parks Victoria does a lot of maintenance. Amanda Bullock 
�  I thought it was a really good camp, it was lots of fun.  It was good to see what it’s like to work in the city.  
 Demi McIntyre and Olivia Martin  
�  I met the coolest 3 year old in the universe! Kelsey Lembo 
�  Work experience camp in Melbourne was a really good learning experience as well as a lot of fun! Kate Rethus 
Some comments the work places made were:  
�  A really excellent contributor who worked really well with a number of different people. 
�  Interested, respectful, good initiative and worked consistently. 
�  Was very keen to learn and picked up new tasks quickly. 
�  Send me more students of this calibre!! 
 

By the end of the week, the students were tired but seemed like they had a good week.   
I would like to thank Aaron Dalziel, Rowan Hill and Meijing for their assistance in Melbourne, for without them the camp  
wouldn’t have been possible.  I would also like to thank the students for their fantastic conduct at the hotel, at their work places 
and around Melbourne.  Congratulations on a fantastic week!!  Miss Sestokas Year 11 Level Manager 

Student on Work Experience becomes part of Premature  
Infants Follow up Programme 

Stawell Secondary College Year 11 student Jessica Slorach enjoyed two days 
of her Work Experience last term behind the scenes at The Royal Children’s 
and The Women’s hospitals in Parkville.  Jessica aspires to  
enjoy a career in nursing post secondary school.  Premature  
Infants Follow up Programme coordinators Mrs Kate Callanan and Mrs 
Marion McDonald organised for Jessica to gain an insight into the journey of 
premature babies born at the hospitals.  She was able to access the  
nurseries in which the babies – some as early as 17 weeks and only 450 grams 
at birth – receive around the clock care.  She was also able to  
observe the regimen of follow up tests that a 17-year-old former patient at the 
Women’s underwent as part of his ongoing involvement in the  
program.  Alex was born at 27 weeks and weighed about a kilogram when he 
was born.  Jessica was able to observe Alex undergo a number of tests  
including an MRI scan and lung function tests.  Many thanks to Mrs  
Callanan and Mrs Marion McDonald form the PIFP at The Women’s for  
enabling her to gain such valuable experience. 
Mrs Callanan, and Jessica are pictured with medical staff Anne-Maire and 
Liam conducting the lung function tests. 

The Pirate Queen  Nearly five months of rehearsals are coming to an end as 
ten current and two past students of Stawell Secondary College eagerly  
anticipate this Friday’s opening of the Stawell Performing Arts Company’s 
musical, The Pirate Queen.   Madi Slorach shows great maturity on stage in 
the lead role, supported by a saucy performance from her sister Caitlan.    
Brody Cousins has risen to the challenge of his first stage role impressing the 
director with his commitment and ability.  Many of the students have small 
speaking parts including Jordyn Russell as the advisor to Queen Elisabeth and 
Larnie Robson as the tavern barmaid – and not forgetting Justin who is  
assisting with backstage, sound and lighting and Miss Lee who is playing  
piano and leading the band. 

All of the students have put in a great deal of effort to produce a show that will 
be well worth seeing.  Tickets available at Sneek-a-Peek or at the door. 

Madison Slorach  Brody Cousins 
Alexandra Clugston, Renee Bullen, Titian Linley, Nakara 
Elliot, Larnie Robson, Jordyn Russell, Justin Rathgeber-
Caitlan Slorach, Shawnee McIntosh, Maddy Kelly, Lorena 
McIntosh 
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Friday, 23rd October 
 
 

Monday, 26th October 
Tuesday, 27th October 

 
 
 

Wednesday, 28th October 
 

Thursday, 29th October 
 

Friday, 30th October 
 
 
 

Monday, 2nd Nov  -  Friday, 20th Nov 
Tuesday, 3rd November 

Friday, 6th November 
Monday, 9th November 

Tuesday, 10th November 
Wednesday, 11th November 

 
Thursday, 12th November 

Friday, 13th November 
 

Monday, 16th November 
Tuesday, 17th  - Friday, 20th November 

Year 10 Outdoor Education Base Camp  -  Mr Malloy 
8.3 Health Class Morning Tea  -  Ms Sudholz 
Casual Dress Day  -  “Pink Ribbon”  -  Mrs Malloy 
Year 7 Wimmera Tennis  -  Mr Illig 
Year 8 Wimmera Tennis  -  Mr Illig 
Year 10 & 11 Cultural Performance  -  Mrs Williams 
Rural Schools Transition Program  -  Mrs Mackay 
9.2 Science Excursion  -  Mr Mair 
2010 Year 7 Information Night 7pm in SSC Library  -  Mrs Mackay 
8.4 Health Morning Tea  -  Ms Sudholz 
Rural Schools Transition Program  -  Mrs Mackay 
Year 10 Outdoor Education Base Camp  -  Mr Malloy 
VCE Exams  -  Mrs Tangey 
Year 10 Outdoor Education Base Camp  -  Mr Malloy 
8.1 Science Excursion  -  Mr Mair 
Casual Dress Day  -  “Halloween”  -  supporting “Relay For Life”  -  SRC 
VCE Exams  -  Mrs Tangey 
Melbourne Cup  -  Public Holiday 
Year 10 Environmental Science Excursion  -  Mr Mair 
Wimmera Super 8 Cricket  -  Mr Illig 
Rural Schools Transition Program  -  Mrs Mackay 
Year 10 Outdoor Education Surf Trip  -  Mr Malloy 
Council Finance & Executive Meeting  -  Mr Phil Hall 
Year 10 Catering Excursion  -  Mrs Malloy & Ms Sudholz 
Year 7 Cultural Activity  -  Mrs Williams 
Casual Dress Day  -  “Relay for Life”  -  SRC 
Wimmera Golf  -  Mr Illig 
Year 8 Camp  -  Mr Sweeney 

Australian Mathematics CompetitionAustralian Mathematics Competition  
Last term a number of students sat the Australian Mathematics Competition. This 
is a non threatening challenge which focuses on students mathematical  
knowledge, understanding and problem solving skills. All students who  
participated in this competition will receive a certificate and an analysis of their 
performance on the task. There were some very impressive results this year and 
particular congratulations should go to the students listed below who received 
their certificates at the School Assembly yesterday. Other students will receive 
their certificate from their maths teacher. 
High Distinction:  Year 11 
Eva Wang, Eric Lu, Fay Sun 

Distinction:  
Year 7 Shannon Treloar  Year 8 Harry Driscoll 
Year 10 Shane Liu   Year 11 Catherine Ding 
Year 12 Brandon Victor    Jay Liu 
        Nick Shang 
Credit :       Yourx Zhu 
Year 7 Bryce Clayton     Chris Xu 
  Michael Munro 
  Demi Tangey 
  Brodie Winton 
Year 8 Ben Allan   Year 9 Zachary Illig 
  Erin Dumesny 
  Broderick Erwin  Year 10 Bruce Cai 
  Ottis Francis     Trent Clayton 
  Bethany Griffiths    Matthew Geiberras 
  Zachary Marrow    Elly Homden 
  Louis Martin     Leah Homden 
  Claire Pitcher    Llewellyn Marriott 
  Billy-James Russell    Hugo Xiao 
Year 11 Carter Lu   Year 12 Jimmy Jiang 
  Cindy Zhang     Ivy Sun 
  Hugh Zhu     Sonny Tang 
        Phoebe Xu    
        Angel Yang 
Prudence Award for most consecutive correct answers Chris Xu  

PINK RIBBON DAY FUNDRAISER  

This year, Cancer Council's Pink 
Ribbon day is on Monday, October 
26th.  Pink Ribbon Day is your chance 
to help raise money and awareness for 
all Australian women affected by breast 
cancer.  This day also aims to help raise 
funds towards research, education and 
patient support programs.  
Pink Ribbon Products are on sale—
ribbons $3, enamel pins $5, pens $6, 
diamante pins $10 and Penny Bears 
$10.  An out-of-uniform day is on 
Friday 23rd October with a gold coin 
donation and wear something pink on 
the day.  Money raised will go to Pink 
Ribbon Day. Please show your support. 
S. Malloy 



The Mayor of the Northern Grampians Shire Council 
Cr Kevin Erwin symbolically lit the College’s new pizza 
oven during a hand over ceremony yesterday.   
Representing Year 11 and 12 VCAL Literacy students, 
Jake Atkins, Brandon Tiley and Chris Carson, officially 
handed the oven over to the school.  Cr Erwin  
congratulated the students on the range of skills they 
displayed by constructing the oven.  He thanked Adam 
Taylor and Luke Hendy for inviting him to the hand-
over ceremony and  complimented Adam on his letter 
writing skills and Luke on his texting skills.  He said the 
texting was a new experience for him and it was the first 
time he had used this way of communicating when he 
responded to Luke’s text.  VCAL Literacy teacher, Ms 
Wendy Slorach thanked Mr Hilbig and Cr Erwin for th e 
school and council’s support of the project. 

Mayor compliments students on oven and learns how to text 

Experienced wood-fired oven chef, Mr Tony Ffrench,  
demonstrates the art of pizza cooking to Year 11 and 12 VCAL 
Literacy students Jake Atkins, Rayne Salmon and Jayden 
Tonkin. 

The NGSC Mayor Councillor Kevin Erwin lights a symbolic 
match while watched by SSC Principal Mr Peter Hilbig and 
VCAL students Jake Atkins and Chris Carson.  Year 11 VCAL 
student Adam Taylor invited Cr Erwin to be part of the hand-
over of the oven to the school to pay tribute to the  
assistance given by the Council in the preparation of the oven 
site.  The Council provided the manpower and machinery  
necessary to move the concrete blocks into place for the base 
of the oven.    

VCAL CHEF STARS 
 

VCAL students have been putting their year’s learning to 
good use as budding ‘MASTER CHEF’ Nathan Watson 
puts the skills he learnt in VET Hospitality to the test in 
cooking up a storm for the rest of his classmates and  
teachers. Last Thursday, Nat prepared a two course meal for 
12 guests as part of his Personal Development Skills  
assessment. We were treated to a main course of Vegetarian 
Lasagna and Garlic Bread followed by Sticky Date Pudding 
and Cream. As you can see from the empty plates, everyone 
enjoyed their meal – all the boys went back for seconds! 
Nat has being doing his VET Hospitality course online 
through William Angliss College in Melbourne and he has 
spent time in each of his holidays attending William Angliss 
in order to complete the practical aspects of the course. We 
all agreed that Nat’s time had been well spent. Well done 
Nat!  Alexa Duke   -  VCAL PDS 

STRONG PERFORMANCES AT  
STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS  

On Tuesday of this week, three of our college students  
journeyed to Olympic Park in Melbourne to compete in the 
Victorian Secondary School Sports Association State  
Athletic Carnival. 
 

Year 12 students, Amanda Woltjen competed in the 100m 
and 200m events. Amanda finished 5th and 4th respectively 
and was satisfied with her first ever performance at state 
level. 
 

David Morris competed in the 800m and 400m events. 
David had to withdraw from the 100m hurdles due to an  
ankle injury but he put aside this discomfort in the 800m to 
finish 5th and followed this performance up with a sound 4th 
in the 400m. David was also recognised as the most  
outstanding athlete for his age group in the recent Western 
Zone Athletic Carnival at Geelong. 
 

Ash Cowen, competing in the 1500m event, put in an  
outstanding personal performance eclipsing his previous best 
time by 5 seconds. Ash finished 4th in the event in a field of 
16 runners, a great effort. 
 

Well done to all three runners and a special thanks to Mr 
Malloy for organising the students and Mr Hart and John 
Dalziel for providing the transport and support. 

The Pirate Queen 
Friday Oct 23rd  8pm 

Sat Oct 24th & 31st  8pm 
Sunday Matinee  Oct 25th 

2pm 
Tickets : Adults $15 

Pensioner $10 
Students $8 

Tickets at Sneek a Peek or 
at the door 



SRC Report 
Congratulations to our SRC President Nathan Watson and SRC Executive members Sarah Baird and Sarah Alborough on  
completing Year 12.  On behalf of the SRC members I would like to wish them all the very best for the future.  The SRC will 
continue to be led by Vice President and Year 11 student, Sarah Considine. 
 

During the first week of this term I met with Mr Keith Haymes from Stawell Lions Club.  Following the success of our  
students in the Lions Club Youth of the Year in term one, we are keen to promote public speaking in our school by entering the 
competition again.  A number of students have agreed to ‘have a go’ and will spend some time preparing and practising speeches 
for the competition which will be held on a local level early in term one 2010.  The students who are hoping to hone their public 
speaking skills by participating in the competition are Tom Fenwick, Jordan Gorter, Ben Hodgetts,  
Tristan Hilbig, Vanessa McKinnon, Amanda Bullock and Sarah Considine.   It’s not only the students who benefit from the  
experience, our school benefits too as these young people will be wonderful ambassadors. 
 

To continue with the leadership theme displayed by students in this school, this morning many of our young people met with Mrs 
Janet Hooper from Intertwine.  Mrs Hooper is a coordinator of the Tri State Games being held in Stawell next month.  Many of 
our students have volunteered to assist with the games.  They received their handbooks and training dates yesterday.  We are all 
looking forward to this exciting week-long event.  It will be a great experience for all those who take part. Our principal Mr Peter 
Hilbig has given his full support to students involved in the Games.  

 

Someone who role modelled and encouraged students to obtain the most out of 
life by having a go and becoming involved was former Stawell Secondary  
College SOSE and English teacher, Mrs Margaret Pecheniuk.   Peg passed 
away last week after a courageous battle with an aggressive form of  
leukaemia.  On behalf of the SRC I would like to pass on our deepest  
sympathy to her family (she proudly displayed many family photographs on her 
desk and book shelves in the staff room).  Peg will be remembered for her  
dedication and sense of humour. 
 

There will be a meeting of all SRC representatives on Monday October 26 in 
room 35.  We need to plan the rest of the year’s activities. The meeting is also 
an opportunity for anyone interested in joining the SRC next year to come 
along and find out how it works and gain some experience. Please make sure 
you can attend.     Ms Slorach SRC and Student Opportunities 
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Finding head lice 
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Treating head lice 
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Using insecticide products 
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The conditioner and comb method 
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