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Parent, student & teacher interviews for Years 7 to 11 are next Tuesday, commencing at noon with 
sessions throughout the afternoon and evening.  If you have requested meetings and your son or  
daughter has not brought home their appointment schedule, please contact the school immediately.  We 
look forward to the interactions between teachers, students and their families. 
Songs of Innocence and Experience, our 2008 anthology was officially launched this morning by  
author Mr David Metzenthen.  Copies were distributed with reports at the end of last year, but this 
morning the editorial group celebrated the publication with morning tea.  Students have enjoyed reading 
the writings of their colleagues and sharing artwork included in the publication – it is great to celebrate 
this achievement.  Mr Metzenthen also ran presentations during the day for various groups of students 
to enhance writing skills.  Thanks to Ms Wendy Slorach for co-ordinating the editorial team and  
organising Mr Metzenthen’s visit. 
GRAMPS mentors and their mentees enjoyed a barbeque lunch at Cato Lake today.  Students  
involved with mentoring are building positive relationships which support their school experience.  The 
work of volunteer mentors is a rewarding challenge which is highly appreciated by the school  
community. 
School Council:  The first meetings of the school council will be held this evening to co-opt  
community members and to elect the executive.  The first task of the new council will be to receive the 
2008 annual report, which will be presented to the school community next term, and ratify the college’s 
2009 Annual Implementation Plan.  Council has an increasingly important role in setting the directions 
of the school and looks forward to greater involvement with parents during this year. 
Year 9 Computer Survey:  Thank you to those families who returned the computer survey.  The  
prospect of each Year 10 student having a notebook computer next year is a major decision for the 
school which needs the input of all parents concerned.  If you have not yet returned the one page survey, 
please send it back to school tomorrow so your views can be considered.  Forms are available at the  
office if needed. 
Reminders: 

�  Students should remain at school for the entire day.  Only under exceptional circumstances and 
 with written parents’ permission, are students allowed to leave the school. 

�  The school has several options for uniform jumpers and jackets.  Council has determined a  
 compulsory uniform policy so other tops are not permitted.  Warm garments worn under shirts 

should not be visible.  Uniforms can be  
purchased from Haymes or Fosters in Main 
Street. 
 
Peter Hilbig 
Principal 



SRC Executives travel to Kew to participate in workshop 
Members of the SRC executive and interested students travelled to Kew on Friday to participate in a workshop on student 
representative councils and leadership. 
SSC SRC President Nathan Watson, Vice President Sarah Considine,  form representatives Jordan Gorter,  Yourx Zhu, 
Cindy Zhang, and students Jessica Carroll, Haley Geiberras and Caitlyn Murphy heard Ballarat Secondary College student 
leaders present a session on the  ‘view from the inside’  before a presentation on  SRC ‘ benefits and barriers.’ 
The day was run by Second Strike, a company experienced in coaching and training SRC students and teachers.  Directors 
of the company David Mould and Teigan Leonard were among the presenters on the day. 
Other areas covered by speakers and workshops were frameworks for healthy SRCs, students engaging students, image, 
soliciting official support, opportunities and ongoing training by SRC student leaders of junior school students.  Members 
of the group will be providing a more detailed report of the ideas the group gained from attending the day in a future  
edition of Connections.  They will also be reporting back to all SRC reps at the next SRC meeting. 
Ms Slorach SRC and student opportunities teacher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caitlyn, and Sarah discuss SRC ideas with 
Second Strike presenters Andrew and Teigan. 

 
Haley, Nathan 

and Jordan 
with Second 

Strike director 
David Mould 

and the  
company’s  

mascot 
‘Striker’. 

 

Cindy thanks David 
for his interesting 
and informative  

presentation. 

Second Strike  
presenter Amelia 
discussed ways of 

obtaining the  
cooperation of the 

school’s  
administration with 

Jessica Carroll.  
Jessica is studying 
leadership as part 

of her VCAL 
course and learnt 

much about  
leadership  skills 
during the day. 

Kiddy Nerd, Lazy Nerd and Mighty Nerd aka Kim 
Hyslop, Letesha Stephens and Morgan Clayton.   

Flannelette shirts were all the rage for  
country girls Rachel McCormack, Michelle 
Teeken, Paige Watts, Reisha Knight and 
Kirsten Hines. 

School Social pictures. See story on Page 4 

Jack Kelly and Josh  
Driscoll dressed Dragon 
Ball Z characters from the 
Japanese cartoon. 



Year 10 Ou tdoor Educa t ion Sur f ing Trip 
 

On Monday morning before the sun had come up, when most surfers would still 
be in bed dreaming of the perfect wave, 26 Year 10 students wiping sleep out of 
their eyes, squeezed into the minibus and school car at 7.00 am to head down to 
Port Fairy for a day of action in the ocean. This semester’s trip had an  
International contingent with the Chinese boys Hugo and Gary included in the 
total of 18 Outdoor Education students. In addition the 8 German exchange  
students took up the offer of experiencing some ‘Aussie’ surfing culture. With 26 
students all up the group needed some extra boards, so some of the Stawell surf 
enthusiasts Kyal, Nick and Daniel took their own boards down. On arrival the 

students looked out to the ocean to observe some fins protruding from the water, much to the relief of some students they 
were only local dolphins surfing some of the waves at East Beach. The waves were good for learners and with Ms Flood, 
Mrs Peters, Mr Malloy and the Instructors from Easyrider Surf School – James, Richard and Patty there was plenty of help 
on hand. 
The tide was out, so the group warmed up with a jog up the beach and some 
stretches.  The instructors then split the group in two and went through the basics of 
catching a wave, standing up, wiping out whilst on the beach before students hit the 
water for two, 2-hour sessions. 
 

Conditions were good with a reasonable swell, light wind and a challenging  
longshore current running.   Everyone in the group did extremely well, with the 
majority of students standing up for at least a short amount of time.  The Stawell 
‘surf grommets’ headed straight out the ‘back’ in search of the biggest waves they 
could find, while most of the group  were content to catch the white broken waves 
and learn the basics. Sean Willis found his niche and was soon up looking like a 
natural. Nellie, Alanna, Rebecca and most of the German students found their  
balance easily. After the first session most students were pretty cold, however after consuming the obligatory serve of hot 
chips from the East Beach shop and with their lunches devoured everybody was warm enough to head back out for the  
afternoon stint. With further hard work and perseverance most of the group managed to stand up in the afternoon.  At 2.30 
pm the group packed up, changed and headed into Port Fairy for a quick snack before heading back to Stawell via 
Dunkeld, arriving home at 6.20 pm. All students who attended are to be congratulated on their enthusiasm during the day. 
Many thanks must go to Ms Flood and Mrs Peters for assisting with the day and for sharing the driving of vehicles.  
John Malloy 
 

  
 
  
 
  



 

School Social 

Where did 250 young people have a wow of a time last week dressed up as their favourite fantasy characters?  The Stawell 
Secondary College Social on Wednesday night, that’s where.  Students were encouraged to come as a character based on 
the first letter of their name.  They had a great time dressed in hilarious costumes.  They dressed as famous people such as 
KISS, pirates, escort girls, nerds, a jack-in-a-box, Britney Spears, fairy princesses, Mario and Luigi, goddesses, flight  
captains and attendants, cowboys and many other real and imaginary groups and individuals.  The music was provided by 
DJ and former student, Daniel Digney, and the Chaplaincy committee provided refreshments.  Congratulations to the SRC 
team who organised and ran the event.  A special thank you to cleaner David who assisted with the setting up before the 
night started and the packing up at the end of the night. Ms Slorach SRC and Student Opportunities teacher. 

KISS KISS! Well two of the band members turned up.  That’s Keely Kennedy on 
the left and Gene Simmons aka Mr Khal Lawton jamming it up for the camera. 

Jordan Gorter and Luke Russell 
ham it up for the camera at the 
SSC social. 

Nerd Nathan, our unabashed 
SRC President, leads by  
example with ‘escort’ ladies 
Elly Hewett and Emily 
Parnaby 

    
               Nicholas Seeary and Cody Driscoll were very convincing as Luigi and Mario 

“Mommas don’t let your babies grow up to 
be cowboys...”  The song says nothing about 
growing up to be cowgirls!  Mrs Catherine 
Mackay and Mr Murray Hart were on door 
duty. 

Pirates Tayla Moloney and Kayla Thomas 
looked like they were straight off Jack  
Sparrow’s ship the Black Pearl. 

Millie Francis dressed as 
a mouse and would  
normally avoid cats, but 
Aussie, Mrs Annette 
Gould came as a Cats 
supporter and Millie 
thought she was fairly 
safe. 



Attention: All SRC Members 
On 1st April, next Wednesday there will be a meeting in 
Room 35 at lunch time. We ask that all members attend and 
urge Year 9’s to make an appearance. FREE milo available 
and cookies as this is our last meeting for the term. Bring 
your ideas and your peers ideas. We look forward to seeing 
you! 
Your Executive, Nathan Watson, Sarah Alborough 

Sports Shirts 
Red Sports tops have arrived at Haymes  

Menswear and Fosters Mensland. Any student 
who is without a red sports top can now purchase 

one from either place. 

Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre. 
 

Five of our best swimmers went to Melbourne on Wednesday to  
compete in the Western Zone Swimming Championships. It was a thrill for 
the students to compete at the state’s number one swimming venue. 
We had no trouble finding Albert Park, the lake and the MSAQ but finding a 
car park was a bit of difficulty. Roads had been closed and parking made 
unavailable because of the weekend Grand Prix. 
First to swim was Mitch Olafsen in the 15 Years Boys Freestyle. His  
Wimmera time had earned him lane 8. He swam well to finish in  8th place. 
Caitlin Bowen was the next to swim in the 17 Years Girls Backstroke.  
Starting in lane 2 because of a solid qualifying time she secured a  6th 
place. 
With little time – only seven events - to recover, Caitlin was back in the  
water in the 18 – 20 Girls Medley Relay. The girls – Amanda Woltjen,  
Abbey Olafsen, Emily Parnaby and Caitlin – had a lot of time to make up on 
the event favourites Strathmore S.C. Our team effort produced a creditable  
7th. 
Jim Sawyer 

Wimmera Secondary Schools 
Senior and Intermediate Tennis 

championships at the Stawell 
Tennis club.  

 

On Wednesday 18th March Stawell 
Secondary College contested the 
Wimmera Secondary Schools  
Senior and Intermediate Tennis 
championships at the Stawell  
Tennis club. There were 20 teams, 
of at least four players from around 
the region, the furtherest team  
coming from Edenhope. All 
matches consisted of two singles 
and a doubles. 
 

The intermediate boys and girls as 
well as the senior boys’ events were 
taken out by Horsham college with 
Warracknabeal preventing the clean 
sweep by winning the senior girls. 
Both the Stawell intermediate boys 
and girls were runners up in their 
respective groups.  
 

A fantastic day was had by all and 
thanks must be given to Stawell 
Tennis Club for providing the  
facilities, Andre Driscoll for her 
support in the canteen and the ever 
reliable planning and organisational 
skills of Murray Hart. A special 
mention to the Stawell secondary 
college students who helped ensure 
the day was a success and provided 
me with a gentle reminder of the 
quality of  some of our students. 
Wes Illig 

STUDENTS GAIN GRANT FOR GARDEN WORK 
 

Year 10 students Caitlin Virgonia and Daniel Reading have 
been successful in helping the school gain a grant to develop the 
Year 10 recreational area. The two students independently  
approached the school administration seeking permission to  
develop the area around the Year 10 lockers that had once been 
the site of a portable classroom which was removed by the  
Education Department at the end of last year. 
 

Caitlin and Daniel were alerted to an opportunity from GWM 
Water focusing on Secondary School gardens and successfully 
applied for a $200 grant. The two students will now proceed to 
design and establish drought resistant gardens that will provide 
shade and protection for students and staff in the Year 10 area. 
Daniel and Caitlin proudly display the $200 grant from 
GWM Water. 

DEB DRESS-
Size 8-10 

Princess line 
gown, shoe 
string strap  

lacing, low open 
back enhanced 

with  
diamantes. 

Worn once and 
dry cleaned. 

Phone: 
53584004
$250.00 

 
Parent-Student-Teacher 

Interviews  
 

All students who requested interviews for Parent-
Student-Teacher interviews were issued with the  

interview times today in form assembly. Interviews 
will be held in the school Assembly Hall on Tuesday 
31st March. Students are not required to attend normal 
school but are expected at interviews. Parent should 

contact Bev Kindred (General office) with enquiries in 
regard to interview times or Mr Hart if there are any 

general enquiries. 

CONNECTIONS SUPPLEMENT  -  26TH MARCH, 2009 



STAWELL 13& UNDER  
FOOTBALL ASSOC INC 

Regist rat ion  and F i rs t  
training will be at North Park 
(Athletic Oval) on Wednesday 
1st April at 4pm  
 

Jumpers and helmets provided to 
players for the season.  

Matches will be played Friday 
nights at 6pm & 7pm at Central 

Park. 
Players should be at least 9 

years of age in 2009. 
 

Parents or Guardians 
must attend the first training to 

sign registration forms 
Any queries, please contact the 

Secretary, Toni Stewart 
53585541. 
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Blood & Guts in year10 
 

On Friday the 20th of March, we were guests in Mr O’Donoghue’s year 10 Life 
Science class. Our assignment for the day was to observe and dissect a sheep’s 
heart.  We did this by following the instruction sheet and had to sketch and  
document what we saw, heard, smelt and felt but not tasted. Most of his class en-
joyed this task very much, although most just liked hacking the heart into small 
pieces! We would like to thank Mr O’Donoghue for letting us take part in this 
task.   Article and images by Alanna and Nellie.   
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Early Dismissal 
 

Parents please note that all 
students will be dismissed 
one hour earlier on Friday, 
April 3rd  -  end of term : 
All country buses will run 
one hour earlier. 


