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Parents in the Learning Partnership 
At the close of nominations for school councillors three nominations were received for three vacancies 
in the parent category.  Mr Barry Bullen, Mr Peter Barham and Mr Mark Faravoni are all declared 
elected to council for two years.  They will join on-going parent member councillors Mr Phil Hall, Ms 
Michelle Morris and Ms Nicole McIntosh ,and DEECD category members Mr Ant Mair and Mr Murray 
Hart along with Mr Peter Hilbig as Executive Officer.  There are also three positions to be filled by  
co-option for which we have had some interest, and council will be inviting parents and community 
members to consider these roles prior to the first meeting of the new council.  Two further DEECD  
employees can also be appointed to the council. 
Parents were also a major part of the team supporting our swimming sports as time keepers, recorders 
and judges for which students and staff are most grateful. 
Parents of Year 7, 8 and 9 joined with staff and students for a casual BBQ last week where opportunity 
for informal conversation and discussion was available.  Groups continued in discussion for quite a 
while after the proposed finishing time, demonstrating the shared interest in education and school, and 
particularly the experiences of young people in our community.  Unfortunately a similar evening for 
Year 10 and 11 parents had to be cancelled due to the very small number of responses from families.  
The school is very keen to maintain our links with parents right through the school, so we hope any fu-
ture opportunity yields a higher level of interest from these year levels. 
Parent/teacher/student interviews for Year 7 to 11 are planned for Tuesday 31 March.   
Appointment requests will be mailed to families next week and should be returned to school as soon as 
possible.  For Year 12 students interviews will be next Thursday 19 March, appointment schedules 
were posted last week and should be returned immediately. 
And from last week … 
Actor Ms Anna Loewendahl from Natimuk, co director of Transvision Arts, was the leader of the Year 
10 drama class theatre workshop on youth issues.  Thank you to Anna and the Central Grampians Local 
Learning and Employment Network (LLEN) for sharing your skills and energy with our students and 
their various audiences in these thought provoking performances. 
Our 10 Rules of Engagement 
During the next fortnight staff are working through clear rules and expectations which are enforced with 
fairness and consistency.  In the diverse and complex environment of our school, staff are considering 

universal rules and classroom rules and how 
these become imbedded in our school  
culture. 
Tomorrow:   Best wishes to our swimmers at 
Horsham. 
 
Peter Hilbig 
Principal 
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When Sarah Barham completed her speech in the regional final of the Lions Club Youth of the Year competition in Skipton 
last week, it was clear she was the people’s choice. 
There was complete silence while Sarah delivered her five minute prepared speech and thunderous applause when she was 
finished. 
A usually eloquent and articulate Lion MC admitted he was lost for words and an awkward silence followed while the 
judges consulted in the lead up to the next speaker. 
Sarah was number four in a group of seven students competing. 
Her impassioned speech was clear in its aim to highlight the plight of sufferers of eating disorders.  The pain of her 
own battle with the debilitating condition and her frustration with the Australian health system were obvious and 
touched not just the hundred strong gathering of Lion Club members and guests, but also the other competitors. 
Sarah won her way through to the regional final by taking out the local Lions Club Youth of the Year and Public Speaking 
competition awards.  She faced stiff opposition from Year 11 student Tristan Hilbig and Year 12 student Nathan Watson. 
At the regional final in Skipton she competed against finalists from Camperdown, Lismore, Ararat, Lake Bolac, Skipton 
and Terang district schools.  The winner of the regional Lions Club Youth of the Year competition was Alex Gordon from 
Camperdown.  Beck Hodgetts represented Ararat schools. 
Sarah proved her ability to answer impromptu questions with clarity at the Stawell final was no fluke.  She was able to 
demonstrate this skill again at Skipton when asked to comment on mobile phones and their impact on conversation, and the 
impact of the north south pipeline and desalination plant on Melbourne and the rest of Victoria.  
Students attended interviews with judges and were awarded marks for leadership, sporting and or cultural activities,  
citizenship and community involvement, personality, general knowledge and academic achievement for the Youth of the 
Year competition.  They were also awarded marks for their public speaking, with a separate award with points scored for 
impromptu current affairs questions, prepared speech and pronunciation. 
Proud parents,  Mr Peter Barham and Mrs Barbara Barham attended the special dinner meeting at Skipton as did local Lion 
Club members Mr Keith and Mrs Elwyn Haymes, and Stawell Lions president, Mr Max Kennedy and Mrs Val Kennedy. 
Congratulations Sarah on your achievement.  I am sure you would be the first to admit that it takes effort and practise.  
Thanks also to Sarah’s English class who were able to work independently while we slipped out for practice sessions  
during class time in the lead up to the regional final. 
A special thanks to Stawell Lions Club President, Mr Max Kennedy, Lion Mr Keith Haymes and the Stawell and Skipton 
Lions club members for the warmth and hospitality extended to SSC students, staff and parents. 
 

Ms Slorach SRC and Student Opportunities teacher.      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      Well done Sarah! Proud  
parents Mr and Mrs  
Barham with Sarah and 
Stawell Lions Club  
member, Mr Keith Haymes 
and Region Chairman, Mr 
Max Begely, at Skipton. 

Pictured from left: Sarah  
Barham, Lion Mr Keith 

Haymes,  Nathan Watson, 
Stawell Lions Club  
President, Mr Max  

Kennedy, SSC Principal Mr 
Peter Hilbig and Tristan 

Hilbig      



LOOKING BACK OVER THREE GENERATIONS 
Students in Year 9 Family Meals recently visited the Eventide Homes to interview someone of their  
grandparents’ generation to determine what they ate when they were their age as 14-15 year olds.  The activity 
was designed to help the students understand the foods and traditions of family meals in past  
generations.  They had to ask the residents their name, age and a variety of questions such as: 

Who did the shopping and cooking for the household?  
Where and how was meat, vegetables and groceries purchased?  
What food was produced at home, for example, vegetables, cakes, sauces, etc?  
What was eaten for the main meal of the day?  
What time of the day was this main meal served?  
Where was the main meal eaten, for example, at the kitchen or dining table?  
Who was this main meal eaten with? 

 
Wilfred and Curtis               Jesse and Ken   Nathan and Rae 

 
Phil and Emma           Rose, Courtney and Bridget    Jack and Lucas with Maud and Ida 

   

 
Jean and Claire            Lauren interviewing Hillary      Pat and Courtney 

 

In addition, students had to interview someone of their parents’ generation and someone of their own  
generation.  Students had to complete an analysis of the results including the similarities and differences  
noticed between the eating patterns and the way in which food was purchased and prepared in households over 
the three generations.  Students also completed a conclusion stating the main changes that have  
occurred over the past three generations and why they think these changes have occurred. 

 

Students did a terrific job interviewing the residents at the Eventide Homes.  Thank you to Grace Rethus and 
Sharlene McCord for allowing the students to visit and interview the residents. A big thank you also to the  
residents for giving up their time and allowing the students to interview them. 

Sharon Malloy ~ Year 9 Family Meals Teacher 
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Parent-Student-Teacher Interviews  
Parent-student-teacher interviews will be 
held in the school Assembly Hall on 
Tuesday 31st March 2009. Parents/
Guardians will receive details and an 
interview booking sheet in the mail early 

next week. Parents/Guardians are requested to complete the 
sheet and return it to the school promptly to ensure booking 
preferences can be provided. Parents/Guardians who do not 
receive the information by mail by early next week should  
contact Bev Kindred (General office) or Mr Hart. 
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 International Student  
Education Week 2009 

Thank you to all staff and  
students for buying food and the 
International students who  
assisted in preparing and selling 
Chinese dumplings, prawn  
crackers, German pretzels and 
fanta cake as part of International 
Student Week 1- 7 March.  The 
amount of money raised to send 
to the RSPCA for the treatment 
and recovery of the injured  
animals in the recent bushfires 
was $193.28. Thank you also to 
the New Hong Kong restaurant 
for their donation on the day. 

Paracetamol Regulation  

Parents and students are advised that schools are n ot allowed to 
store paracetamol on the school premises nor admini ster same 
unless the medication and appropriate directions ar e supplied by 
the parent/guardian . 
 

As such, if a student has a headache and requests a paracetamol the 
school is not allowed to provide medication.  Students who require 
paracetamol, or any other medication, should bring the medication to 
the school office with written instructions for administration.  Students 
should then attend the office to obtain their medication according to 
the instructions provided. 
 

The school is acting according to DEECD regulations which state 
that:“Analgesics can mask signs and symptoms of serious illness or 
injury and should not, therefore, be administered by the school, as a 
standard first aid strategy. Therefore analgesics such as aspirin and 
paracetamol should not be stored in the schools first aid kit.” 

Congratulations to all students who 
auditioned for ‘You’re History’. The 
main and ensemble cast is made up of 
the following students: 
Simone Bullen, Tristian Hilbig, Kate 
Pye, Sarah Barham, Shelby Grant, Nat 
Watsons, David Chalmers, April 
Pierce, Renne Bullen, Caitlin Bowen, 
Emily Parnaby, Zac Marrow, Titian 
Linley, Bridget Buss, Amber Harper, 
Brook Richards, Haley Giberras, Jai 
Harrison, Courtney Mason, Tom 
O’Neill, Jessica Street, Zac Illig,  
Raphael Stweart, Alison Romeril, Bec 
Potter, Harriet Madams, Caitlin 
Slorach, Elly Hewett, Megan Hodgetts, 
Bridget Russell, Hannah Maywood, 
Alex Clugston, Courtney Lanagan,  
Lillie Comitti, Demi Tangey, Jasinta 
Cameron, Chloe Jamieson, Lauren 
Knights, Lacey Honeyman, Anna 
Tuncks, Bethany Griffiths, Lucy  
Pollock, Ellen Williams and Meghan 
Armstrong. 
Well done. We look forward to seeing  
the show come together!  

 
 

Lunchtime  
Concert 

 
Today was 

the first 
Lunchtime 
Concert for 

2009. A 
number of 

groups  
performed  
including  

Conbrio, the 
Choir, 

MUOTA and 
some solo  

performances 
by Simone 

Bullen,  
Jordan  
Gorter,  
Trenton 

James. There 
was also an  

improve 
piece by 

Brad, Liam 
and Jordan. 

The  
concert was  
enjoyed by  

students and 
teachers 
alike and 

there will be 
another  

concert later 
in the term. 


