
Telephone:  5358 1700         Fax:  5358 3096 Volume 19 Number 17 11th June, 2009 

 

We Shine 
Stawell Secondary College has been selected as a “School of the Month” in the Shine campaign.   To celebrate 
and publicise this, MIXX FM will broadcast from the school during the early morning of Friday 19 June.    
Students and staff will be featured on radio, and other guests including the Minister for Education, will be  
involved via telephone interviews.  Presenters and technicians will be at school on Monday afternoon to plan and 
discuss the broadcast which will be combined with a breakfast for participants and visitors.  Congratulations to all 
students and staff who contributed to the 50 word statements which were posted to the website, convincing the 
selectors that “We Shine”.  We have clearly sent the message that we feel good about our school! 
 

Some random selections: 
 

The thing that really makes our school the best is the sense of community within the school.  Being from a small 
town helps, as everybody knows one another, but this alone is not enough. The friendly environment maintained 
by everybody involved with the school creates an enjoyable and valuable experience. 
 

Radiantly shining the brilliance of Stawell Secondary College stands out because it allows a diversity of students, 
sports and youthful teachers, has the best excursions and fun filled camps and has the most scrumptious food 
served in the canteen. 

 
Auf Wiedersehen 
Once again it’s time to say farewell. Our German language assistant Wiebke  
Wethkamp has been active in our German programme and in our community since 
arriving to Stawell in late January.  As always the time has gone much too quickly, 
and Wiebke is preparing to move on to Melbourne where she will work at McLeod 
Secondary College and Mill Park Secondary College. Hopefully we will see her up 
this way again before she heads back to Germany in December for further teacher 
training. 

 

More Flexible Payment Arrangements 
The College is committed to providing a range of options to make the payment of materials and services  
contributions as easy as possible.  As well as cash or cheque payments over the counter at the General Office, we 
offer credit card, EFTPOS, direct credit and internet payment facilities.  BPay is soon to be introduced as a further 
convenience for families who prefer this mode of payment.  Details will be provided on statements which can be 
paid using this method.  School Council Executive has approved a policy and process yesterday for immediate 
implementation. 

A Health Update relating to the management 
of swine flu in schools is included elsewhere 
in Connections this week. 
 
 
 

Peter Hilbig 
Principal 
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Official results for the GSSSA/WSSSA were emailed to us on Thursday afternoon.  Apart from the individual success of 
Ash Cowen and Ashleigh Dark we also claimed wins in a number of Age Group Team sections. 
The 16 Years Boys, the 17 and 20 Years Girls Teams have each earned a pennant for the Sports Wall in the Gym and  
automatic entry into the Western Zone Cross Country on the very hilly course at Ballarat. 
Our students have competed so well that it has been decided that we will take the first five students if we have a team in 
each age group. We will be taking a coach so there should be 10 -12 spare seats should parents like to accompany their  
runner. We will have to charge $12 for the honour. The Results: 

 

Our students have done well to get to this level. To be competitive in Ballarat they should be doing some cross country 
training. Footy training is helpful and will help with the jostling in the big starting groups but students really need to find a 
hill and do some repetition work. The finish line at Ballarat is at the end of a 200metre climb! 
Thanks for the day go to Mr. Mair who braved the elements and manned a checkpoint and Mrs. Tangey for marshalling the 
runners and ensuring they remained warm. 
Special Moments: 
* Runners who had just qualified to make the team were the first runners across the line for our school – Demi Tangey and 
Charlotte Hilbig. 
* The numbers of red singlets with yellow and blue ‘flames’ in the home straight at the one time in the 13 Girls, 15 Girls, 
16 Girls and 16 Boys. We owned those events! 
* The ease of Ash Cowen’s victory in the 15 Boys. 
* The domination of the 20 Years Girls taking out 1st, 3rd and 4th. 
* Strong solo efforts by Lisa Fleming, Sarah Barham, Jack Kelly, Lee Oliver and Nathan Watson. 
* George Howard saying “I’ll never run 5 km again!” Well guess what George? You will in Ballarat on Wednesday June 
24th.  Jim Sawyer 
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Year 10 Outdoor Education Overnight Camp - Bushwalking, Rock climbing, Abseiling in 
the Grampians  

 

An integral part of assessment for the 
Year 10 Outdoor Education Course  
involves a two-day camp in the  
Grampians where skills learnt back at 
school and during previous activities are 
put into practice. This involves planning 
an appropriate menu for all meals and 
organising the necessary clothing and 
equipment all of which have to fit inside 
one of the school rucksacks. The trip was 
held on Thursday and Friday the 28th & 
29th May based in the Northern  

Grampians, which is normally fairly dry, however the tracks were still 
wet from the huge downpour the area received three days before the 
trip.  The group left Stawell and travelled by minibus to the Mount Zero car park where they  
prepared for the 9.5 km bushwalk.  All students carried their personal gear and food in their 
back packs and most were tested on the steep ascent over the deceptively named ‘Flat 
Rock’.  Students continued on past Taipan & Green Walls to the large cave where everyone 
had lunch before climbing up to the summit of Mount Stapylton. The group then walked 
across mountain range to descend into Stapylton camp ground to finish the walk and set up 
camp around 3.45 pm.  The weather was cool, however, students stoked up a good fire to 
cook by on Thursday night and after a variety of ‘gourmet’ meals were cooked up students 
took part in some team challenges and lateral thinking games.  The group were settling 
down for the night when Nellie, Alanna and Lauren woke up most of Western Victoria 
when they found they were sharing their tent with a rodent! Despite the rain that was then 
falling the girls would not get back in their tent until the mouse had been removed, which 
did take a while to achieve. 
 

Friday morning was a bit damp as rain had fallen during the night. Students did a great job 
cooking up breakfast, making lunches and packing up wet gear and then headed by bus to Hollow Mountain car park to meet 
up with the rock climbing instructors from Absolute Outdoors.  Nick and ‘T’ handed out the harnesses, helmets, figure 8’s 
and karabiners ready for the day of climbing and abseiling in Summerday Valley, one of the most popular climbing sites in 
Victoria for school groups. Teamwork, group trust, communication, cooperation, leadership and problem solving were  
essential during the day.  In the morning students’ climbed ‘Handles’, a 28m, grade 7 route and ‘Steph in Soweto’, a 30m 
grade 15 route on the Wall of Fools, students also abseiled 33 metres over the ‘Arch’.  Most of this abseil was a free - fall 
down the rope to flat ledge below.  In the afternoon a number of students attempted the 31m, grade 21 climb called ‘Soweto’.   

Students were responsible for belaying each other, which was 
completed in groups of three including a back-up belayer and 
rope manager. Congratulations to all the students who went 
for the fantastic level of effort they put into the day and for 
thei r  suppor t ive  
teamwork.  
Many thanks must go 
to: Mr Max Freeland, 
o u r  l a n g u a g e  
assistants Weibke and 
Meijing and helper 
Nicko for their  
assistance with the 2 
day camp. J. Malloy
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Students to Steal the Show 
Talented students from Stawell Secondary College have gained leading roles 
in this year’s production by the Ararat Musical Comedy Society Inc., the  
Rogers and Hammerstein’s play, Carousel. 
The female lead role of Julie Jordan is played to perfection by Stawell  
Secondary College student, Caitlyn Slorach and Eloise Marriott, plays 
Julie’s daughter.  Numerous other students from various schools are  
involved in the production.  It is heartening to see students from  
different local schools coming together and creating such excitement and 
impacting on extracurricular events.  Congratulations to all those  

students who are participating in Carousel.   
     

Show dates and times: Friday 19th June: 7:30pm, Saturday 20th June:  
2pm,   Sunday 21st June:    2pm, Friday 26thJune:    7:30pm 
Saturday 27th June:  4:00pm (twilight)   

Ticket prices: Adults $20, Family $55.00, Student/pension $16.00 
Tickets available at Ararat Performing Arts Centre  Tel: 5352 2880 
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Human Swine Flu 
As you would be aware, Victoria is now in a modified ‘sustain’ phase of its plan to manage the impact of H1N1 Influenza (Human Swine Flu) 
in our community. 
This means that only children confirmed by a doctor as having the virus will be quarantined. Those sharing a house with a confirmed case will 
not be required to enter quarantine, unless they too are confirmed as having the virus. 
Classes who may have been in contact with a confirmed case will no longer be quarantined, and schools will no longer be partially or fully 
closed.  
Students who are feeling unwell should remain at home and not attend school. Students and families with flu-like symptoms are advised 
to seek medical attention and limit their contact with others. 
If your child becomes ill at school, we will contact you immediately and ask you to arrange to collect your child. Please make sure that we 
have your up-to-date contact details. 
It should be remembered, however, that the virus has so far been mild and can be compared to our normal winter flu.  
Good general hygiene remains the best defence against the flu and families should continue to ensure children regularly washing their hands 
and cover their nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing. This practice is being reinforced with your children while at school.  
If you have any specific concerns: Visit www.health.vic.gov.au; Call the Swine Influenza Hotline on 180 2007; Call Nurse-on-Call on 
1300 606 024 – for expert health information (freecall 24 hours, 7 days);  Visit your doctor (GP) – if you have an influenza-like illness 
(fever, cough and fatigue).  
The Department of Human Services is also continuing to ask parents of children returning from USA, Canada, Japan, Mexico and Panama to 
voluntarily keep their children home for seven (7) days from arrival back in Australia. This is a further precautionary measure to assist in 
managing the further spread of the virus. 


