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SITE MEETING TODAY :   Mr Chris Webster of SKM Davis Langdon met with several staff and school  
councillor Mr Peter Barham today for an initial discussion about the site of our Language Centre to be  
constructed with funds from the Australian Government Economic Stimulus Plan grant.   
Tomorrow, principals of schools will meet in Melbourne for further information and direction about the projects 
which will commence as soon as possible and should be completed by this time next year.  This is an exciting  
development for our school which we look forward to planning and constructing.  Plans for our “facelift” project are 
also being finalised, with specifications and quotations being developed for building repairs, painting, roads and car 
parking. 
 

STAWELL GIFT FORUM :  The school was invited by Northern Grampians Shire Council to send some  
student representatives to discuss the controversial issue of the re-location of the Stawell Gift at a Think Tank.  We 
nominated four students as participants, and an entire VCE English class attended to observe  
community democracy at work.  Several of Think Tank participants, including  the organisers, have contacted me to 
comment on how impressed they were with our students’ input in terms of the quality and insight of their arguments 
and questions, as well as the way they were able to articulate their points of view and participate in the debate.  Thank 
you and congratulations to Lucy Allen, Sarah Alborough, Tristan Hilbig and Vanessa McKinnon for presenting  
student views, and to Ms Wendy Slorach and her Year 11 class who were also involved. 
 

TEACH for AUSTRALIA:   Stawell Secondary College has been chosen to host several new teachers selected from 
university, industry and commerce for their particular professional skills and leadership potential.  They will be  
appointed for two years as additional staff and will bring a range of new and innovative ideas as they complete their 
teacher training.  This model of teacher recruitment has been successfully used overseas and we are excited about the 
opportunity to be among the first schools in Australia to receive these appointments.   
Assistant Principal Mr Murray Hart attended the project launch on Tuesday and was impressed with the spirit of the 
program and some of the initial recruits who presented their background and aspirations.  Selection will  
occur during the remainder of this year, with appointments commencing in 2010. 
 

TWO REVIEWS :  Our on going drive towards improving outcomes for students involves us looking at current  
practice and reflecting on how we need to change.  Two significant review projects are currently in progress.  The first 
involves our approaches to Year 9 which includes student focus groups sharing with Ms Sue Jackson, Regional  
Network Improvement Officer, about their Year 9 experience and the things they think are important and  
desirable.  About half our students are involved in these groups and parents have been advised by letter.  The other 
review involves educational consultants Mr Iain McNee and Mr Michael Fell establishing a “snap shot” view of the 
school’s progress towards its Strategic Plan goals through discussions with teachers and analysis of documents and 
data.  Their report and recommendations will be completed and presented at the beginning of Term 4. 
 

YEAR 12 FORMAL:   Students have organised their own formal for tomorrow evening, including venue,  

catering, parent and teacher volunteer  
supervision.  We wish them all the best for a 
great evening! 
 
YOU’RE HISTORY:   Get your tickets now 
from the school library! 

Peter Hilbig 
Principal 
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Thursday, 30th July 
Friday, 31st July 

  
  

Tuesday, 4th August 
Wednesday, 5th August 

Thursday, 6th August 
Friday, 7th August 

Monday, 10th August 
Tuesday, 11th August 

Friday, 14th August 
  

Saturday, 15th August 
Monday, 17th August 
Tuesday, 18th August 

Thursday, 20th August 
Friday, 21st August 

Rubicon Camp  - Mr Malloy 
Rubicon Camp  -  Mr Malloy 
Year 8.1 English Excursion – Mrs Kirsch 
Jeparit Shoot  -  Mr Sawyer 
Year 8 & 10 English Competition  -  Mrs Radovic 
2010 Year 10 Information Evening 7.30pm 
Maths Competition  -  Mrs Delley 
German Poetry Excursion  -  Ms Smith 
2010 Year 12 Information Evening 7.30pm 
Wimmera Yr 7 & 8 Football & Netball  -  Mr Illig  
SCHOOL PRODUCTION  -  Miss Lee & Miss Edwards 
Year 8.1 English Excursion  -  Mrs Kirsch 
SCHOOL PRODUCTION  -  Miss Lee & Miss Edwards 
2010 Year 11 Information Evening 7.30pm 
Wimmera Cycling  -  Mr Illig  
VCTA Shoot  -  Mr Sawyer 
Ballarat Uni Goal Setting Session – Yr 10, 11 & VCE  -  Mr Dalziel 
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Anthony Jamieson 
after his sub 20 minute 
run for 5km 

Lisa Fleming after her 3km run 

Last Friday the State Cross Country Championships 
were held at Bundoora. For the first time the senior 
primary schools divisions were held on the same  
program. This made it a long day with the first race 
being sent off at 10.25am and the last at 4.00pm. 
Primary student races were placed in between  
Secondary student events. 
We managed to keep only two students fit to race – 
Lisa Fleming and Anthony Jamieson. 
Lisa was first to race at 12.15pm. She started in a field 
of 130 and was sitting about 100th after a very tight 
first turn. She steadily wound in other runners who had 
gone out too fast too early. It was a big surprise to her 
proud mum and dad when she stormed over the last 
hill and sprinted towards the finish line to claim 54th 
spot. 
Anthony had to wait around until 3.25pm. He had been 
careful in not eating too much but it was a long time 
since his 6.30am breakfast. There were some classy, 
specialist cross country athletes in his field.  On his 
first passing of the finish post he was sitting mid-field 
and running within himself. He set his sights on  
runners in front of him and ‘reeled them in’. It was 
pleasing to see him dash over the final hill and gain 
44th.  
Lisa and Anthony are the only two students to have  
progressed through the four levels of cross country  
competition.  They are to be commended for their  
dedication and being genuine competitors. They were 
both exemplary ambassadors for the college.   
Points of interest for the day: 
We met a number of parents of Stawell Primary 
School students – perhaps next year we could arrange 
to travel together. 
If it is possible for parents to see their children  
compete at an event like this then I urge them to make 
the effort to be there. 
We country folk are different to city folks…..what a  
blessing!  
Mr Jim Sawyer 
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VCE resources for VCE students, parents and teachers. 
 

VCE Time Management Tip VCE Time Management Tip --    Master your A, B, C, D, E’sMaster your A, B, C, D, E’s  
This time mastery tip has been modified from the best selling book “7 habits of highly effective people” a must-read book 
for anyone serious about taking time mastery and indeed their life to a whole new level. 
In this book, author Steven Covey, suggests using an A,B,C method in organizing and prioritising your daily tasks. I go 
one…er…two better here with my time mastery system. 
A = Must do task. 
This task must be completed today. No If’s, and’s or but’s. An example of this would be to prepare for a test tomorrow- an 
urgent task that requires immediate attention. Another example could be to phone a friend to wish them “Happy  
Birthday”…you can’t forget or they’ll be mad at you forever. 
B = Should do task. 
This task should be completed today. If it isn’t it’s OK…but it really should be done today. Often these tasks are early A 
tasks. B tasks are things like exam summaries that really should be done but may not need to be done until next week or a 
couple of days away. B tasks are more important, rather than urgent, tasks. 
C = Could do tasks. 
These tasks could be done or not. For example…wash the dishes. They are really low priority tasks that may get done…if 
at all. I once had to buy a pair of new runners which was a C task…this was left as a C task for about 8 weeks until I was 
able to do it in the holidays. Most procrastinators start with C tasks first, then B’s then A’s. Now you know the priorities…
go get’em. 
D = Delegate the task. 
This task could be done by you but would take up time…so if you are creative here you could possibly even delegate to 
someone as a favour for you. Note that the D word is delegate not dump. Don’t dump that task on someone without their 
knowledge or you are likely to lose their friendship…go for a win-win solution. This means that they can help you out with 
this favour and you help them out in return later down the track. 
E = Eliminate the task. 
If it doesn’t need to be done anymore…eliminate it OR if it is not important enough to you or is no longer a priority  
eliminate it …just get rid of it! 
You will get more than 1 task to complete per day so organize it as A1, A2, A3, A4 etc. 
This next challenge will test your resolve…and is the difference between the time master and the time apprentice. 
Make sure you start at A1 then A2 etc until completed. If you have remaining time begin on B1 etc. Don’t be tempted to try 
to go straight for the C task…show a little discipline and go straight to the top with A1. 
Use the ABCDE method of planning your day…everyday…and don’t forget to transfer items to new days if they haven’t 
been completed that day. 
Simple stuff eh! Remember that time mastery is all about mastering yourself…to maximise your VCE potential. 
Enjoy the tips! 
Wendy Tangey  -  VCE Coordinator. 

SRC ReportSRC Report  
In the past few weeks the SRC meetings have slumped in 
numbers right down to the Executive. Maybe it’s because of 
the late notice members receive before a meeting or the lack 
of organisation I have. Either way I’m going to push for a 
change. 
The Executive members including myself met last Thursday 
to discuss further plans for the SRC and what we plan on  
doing for the school over the remainder of the year. 
On Wednesday, 22nd July I attended a ‘Social Justice Group’ 
meeting totally unaware of what they actually do. 
Turns out they raise much needed money for third world 
countries such as Burma, and charities too. I was enlightened 
to be apart of such a great group and decided I’d convince the 
SRC to join forces with the SJG and this is how it went 
down…. 
On the 2nd September we’re having the last social for 2009. 
Year 12 have decided on most of the music and the theme 
will be “Villains and Vixens”. All funds raised will help out 
the SJG in supporting third world countries and charities in 
need. WE HOPE TO SEE THE WHOLE SCHOOL 
THERE!!!! 
The next SRC meeting is to be held on 5th August in Room 
35. If all SRC members and their friends could come that’d 
be wicked!!! Jeans for Genes Day is on Friday, 7th August 
too. If you’re not happy with your SRC, please come to the  
meetings and tell us how we can improve. 
Your President, Nat Watson 
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Last Thursday, 17 mentors and mentees journeyed to 
Ararat to visit the Gum San Chinese Heritage Centre.  
We had a conducted tour of the Centre, which was lead 
by Heather Ahpee, the Coordinator at Gum San. 
The Centre presents its information in an absorbing and 
interesting manner, with many displays, interactive  
areas and films.  Heather’s detailed knowledge of  
Chinese history in the area, and her anecdotal stories 
added to the enjoyment of the tour.  A visit to the  
Centre is highly recommended! 
Once the tour was completed, a short time was spent in 
the souvenirs shop, and we then headed back to Stawell 
for lunch at McDonald’s.  Student behaviour was  
exemplary and all indicated that they had a great time. 
Jeff Cameron, GRAMPS Coordinator   
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAMINTERNATIONAL STUDENT PROGRAM   
Our college is looking for families and single people of all ages who can provide a 
quality Homestay experience for our International students.  
 

Families with children enable international students to experience living with 
‘siblings’ and become involved with a diverse range of family activities. We 
would like to hear from people who can provide a safe and caring home  
environment in which students can live happily. 
 

If your family, a relative or friend would like more information regarding the  
International Student Program, please contact:  
Kerrie Peters at the College on 5358 1700 or mobile 0428 652 166. 

 

 
WANTED TO SELLWANTED TO SELL   

 
One pair of white/gold adidas 
football boots  
(in very good condition)  
Size US 4 $10.00 
 
One pair of white/green Puma 
cricket shoes  
(in very good condition) 
Size US 5 $20.00 
 
One pair of white / green DC 
shoes (never been worn) 
Size US 7 $50.00 
 

Phone: 5358 5225 

Seminar for parents / carers / teachers to help with funding Seminar for parents / carers / teachers to help with funding  
for Autism children. 

Friday, August 28th, 7pm—9.30pm 
Ararat RSL, High St, ARARAT 

Light supper, tea & coffee provided 
For booking please contact Toni Hobson Ph: 53548404 or 

Julene Barnes Ph: 53522129 
Cost: $20 per person or $30 family payable on the night,  

Cash only please. 
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VCAL students working on the pizza oven project have benefited from the assistance and expertise donated by people in the 
Stawell community and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those involved so far. 
First there was the generous donation of 500 bricks by Mr Pat Krause. Then a visit by NGSC’s Mr Peter Rogers who offered  
assistance to organise the delivery and placement of two half tonne concrete blocks to be used as the base of the oven.  The  
equipment and expertise needed to physically put the blocks in position was provided by Rohan, Neil and Paul.   Local builder Mr 
Keith Tiley took time off work to demonstrate the art of brick laying so that students could confidently tackle the  
mixing of the ‘mud” and get the levels accurate.   The Palmer family in Patrick street allowed us to visit their backyard and obtain 
an idea of how a pizza oven could look.  The design is different but very impressive.  This week we hope to finish the base and 
next week we aim to start on the dome.  Students Jake Atkins and Nathan Watson have been completing most of the brick work 
while other students concentrate on designing menus, pizza recipe books, aprons, learning the art of pizza making,  
landscaping and researching all things Italian. 
As part of our project students are able to undertake the Responsible Serving of Alcohol and Food Hygiene courses at  
Ballarat University Stawell campus.  This complements the food preparation and service aspects of the pizza oven project.  We 
are grateful to the university staff for putting together a package that enables students to complete both certificates at a total cost 
of $135.  Together with a subsidy provided by the school, VCAL students are able to complete the package at a total of $40.  
These certificates enable students to obtain part or full-time jobs.  They fit in well with VCAL course  
requirements.  These courses do not run continuously so students are advised to undertake them not just because of the low cost 
offer but because they may not be available if required by students later.  Thank you Ballarat University for making the courses 
available to our students. 
We are currently investigating the provision of a chainsaw short course through Ballarat University for our VCAL  
students.  This also ties in with the pizza oven project, but more importantly gives students important skills for job  
opportunities, and when all said and done, life.  VCAL is about planning and preparation, using initiative, problem  
solving and the literacy and numeracy skills needed to achieve this – making the phone calls, writing the letters and  
resumes, measuring the site, costing the project and balancing the budget -  but it is also about building confidence and  
self-esteem.   
Last week VCAL students were involved in tree planting and tomorrow night a Year 12 formal will be held and this has been 
organised by VCAL students.  It is sure to be a great success.   
The NGSC invited students from our college to participate in the forum on the future of the Stawell Gift.  Again this is an  
example of the community growing our students.  Tristan Hilbig, Vanessa McKinnon, Lucy Allen and Sarah Alborough  
represented the college and participated in all stages of the forum.  They did this with poise and flair as well as with an  
obvious concern and interest in what Council staff described as their heritage.  A group of Year 11 English students were allowed 
to be part of the audience and listen to the speakers.  The students learnt more about the context of the issue, the range of vested 
interest groups and the impact of options in relation to the discussion about the best way forward for the Gift.  They also were 
able to witness how a forum is conducted and how it can facilitate meaningful discussion.  There was also a lesson in the  
importance of consultation.  Thank you again Northern Grampians Shire. 
Other opportunities on offer at the moment include an opportunity to sail on the Endeavour around part of the coast of  
Australia for 11 days.  If students would like to enter the ballot to have a chance to be part of the crew on one of the many trips 
they offer they can apply on line at www.youngendeavour.gov.au   
Ms Slorach  VCAL Literacy and SRC and Student Opportunities. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tristan, Vanessa, Lucy and Sarah participate 
in the NGSC’s forum on the Stawell Gift. Mr Keith Tiley demonstrates how to lay and 

level bricks before students start work on the 
pizza oven. 

Neil, Paul, and Rohan, place concrete blocks on 
the pizza oven site prepared by students. 



Students pose with staff from the NGSC who assisted putting the  
concrete blocks into place. 

Nathan Ross receives a lesson on how to slap ‘mud’ onto a brick 
from Keith Tiley. Brandon Tiley looks on. 

Nathan Watson and Jake Atkins prepare the site with 
crushed grey metal. 

VCAL Student Trenton James shows Year 10  
student Ben Hodgetts how the oven site is 
progressing. 
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