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Welcome to 2009! 
It has been great to see students and staff return to school and begin the year with energy and focus  
despite the heat.  Staff returned last week to three days of professional development and planning, 
spending two days in conference at the University of Ballarat Stawell Campus.  We were able to  
concentrate on directions for 2009 and support each other to establish performance and development 
plans which reflect the school’s Annual Implementation Plan.  Guest Mr Brendan Ryan, the Wimmera 
East Regional Network Leader, outlined state and regional directions, and the support being provided 
by the Grampians Region to assist teachers with literacy and to facilitate innovative approaches to  
engage students in the classroom. 
The college leadership team, Mr Murray Hart (Assistant Principal), Ms Alexa Duke (Student Welfare), 
Mr Aaron Dalziel (Student Pathways), Ms Robyn Williams (Curriculum) and I outlined our proposed 
directions for 2009, and Ms Marg Marshall our literacy coordinator discussed the responsibility of all 
teachers to improve literacy for all students.  As a school we feel that these days of preparation have 
positioned us to make a great start to the year. 
We particularly welcome new students into Year 7 and other levels, and a number of new staff who 
will bring diverse and innovative approaches to teaching and support.  Students and parents have been 
meeting Ms Ling Zhoa (Chinese), Mr Stephen Wilson (Humanities/Mathematics), Mr Tony Tori 
(English), Ms Kerrie Peters (International Program), Mr Brian O,Donohue (Biology/Mathematics), Ms 
Beverley Kindred (Administration), Ms Annette Gould (Humanities), Ms Meaghan Feldman (Literacy 
Coach), Mr Lachlan Ellis (Information Technology Technician), Ms Jennifer Dalton (Out of School 
Options), Ms Lyn Fraser (Hairdressing) and Ms Wiebke Wethkamp (German LOTE Assistant).  Mr 
Rowen Hill (Chemistry/Mathematics) has also been appointed after joining us temporarily last year.  
Please help make our new staff welcome at school, as well as making many of them welcome to 
Stawell. 
It has been good to return to school and find maintenance and renovation continuing, and new  
equipment in place.  The hairdressing salon is almost complete, a new venue has been developed for 
textiles and a new classroom has been created within the Year 12 Centre.  New photocopiers and  
improved use of space will enhance our administration area. 
A significant innovation this year is the introduction of our 10 Rules of Engagement which will drive 

the way staff work with students.  We have 
launched the year with a focus on the sixth 
rule which is to develop positive  
relationships.  This was outlined at our first 
assembly to set the scene for a great year of 
learning and has been happening at school 

and at the enjoyable and  
successful Year 12 Camp.  I 
look forward to emphasising 
this rule, and introducing the 
other nine throughout the 
coming weeks. 
Peter Hilbig, Principal 
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To be eligible to receive the EMA, you must: 
 

Be either a parent of guardian of a  
secondary school student up to the age of  
sixteen, and 
be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink  
pension, allowance or benefit within the 
meaning of the State Concessions Act 1986, 
be a Veterans Affair (TPI) pensioner or be a 
foster parent, and  
submit your application to the school by  
27th February, 2009. 

 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first 
day of Term 1 (28th January 2009) for the first  
payment. 
 

The closing date for EMA applications for the 
first instalment will be 27th February, 2009. 
 

You will receive the first instalment of your 
EMA payment in Term Two, 2009.  
 

Parent cheques will be sent to the school for  
distribution. 
 

If you are eligible and have not completed an 
application form please do so as soon as  

possible. Late applications cannot be accepted. 
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We wish to thank the following sponsors for 
their kind donation towards our Presentation 
Night in 2008. Without your generosity this 
evening would not have been a success. 

x Stawell Lions Club 
x Town Hall Hotel, Mr David Staines 
x Mrs Lyn Johnson, Re: William East  

Encouragement Award 
x Dr & Mrs Cunningham 
x Ballarat Books 
x Mrs Margaret Farrer 
x CGLLEN  
x WHK Day Neilson 
x Mr Robert Illig (Ray Potter Award) 
x Northern Grampians Shire Council 
x Friends of Music 
x Wiltronics Research Pty Ltd 
x University of Ballarat, Horsham  

Campus 
x Stawell Apex Club 
x Swan Hill Bus Lines 
x Euroka-Morning Star Lodge 
x Rotary Club of Stawell 
x Mr David O Jones, Mitre 10 
x Northgate Stawell Gold Mines 
x Mr James Robson 
x Frewstal 
x Mr Ross Lumley, Stawell Lotto & 

Books 
x and other anonymous sponsors 

GRAMPS MENTOR RECOGNISED 
Grampians Region Adolescent Mentoring Program 
(GRAMPS) volunteer, Joyce Matheson has been  
honoured with an Australia Day Citizen of the Year 
Award, for her work in the local community. 
Joyce’s nomination stemmed from her: 

 

 *  Voluntary participation in GRAMPS at   
 Stawell Secondary College 

 

   *   Active involvement in her church   

   *  Work in the junior classroom at  
  Concongella P.S   

   *  Involvement in the Secondary College’s  
  International Student Program   

   *  Association with the Stawell Railway 
 Station    Gallery   

 *  Work with many house-bound residents 
  

 *  Visits to Eventide 
On behalf of all those involved with GRAMPS,  
congratulations Joyce, a well deserved honour! 
 
Jeff Cameron 
 

Photo courtesy of the Stawell Times News 



Important - All Parents - 
Conveyance Allowances 

2009 

A conveyance allowance may 
be paid to parents who drive 
their children more than 4.8km 
to the nearest pick up point of 
a free country bus service or 
their nearest school, where no 
bus service is available.  
 

To be eligible for the  
Conveyance Al lowance  
students must be: 

 
* Attending their nearest 
 Government or non-
 government school 
* Living further than  
 4.8km from either the 
 school or the nearest 
 pick up point of a free 
 country bus. 
* Be under 21years of age 
 and attending school on 
 a full time basis. 
 

Families who completed  
applications last year for  
students attending SSC and 
who are still meeting the 
above requirements do not 
need to reapply.  
 

Parents of students new to this 
school, or who have moved to 
a new location that makes 
them eligible to apply must 
complete an application form 
that is available from the  
general office and return the 
form to the school by 27th 
Feb 2009. 
Please ring me on 5358 1700 
if you have any questions  
regarding the Conveyance  
allowance or other matters  
regarding the Country Bus 
Network. 
Mr. Hart, Bus Coordinator 
Bus Coordinator 
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The Department of Education & Training strongly advises the  
Coordinator of the School Country Bus Service to limit the use by  
students who do not normally travel on this service. It also advises 
that when students wish to use the service on an occasional basis they 
must follow the guidelines set down by the department. 
 

Parents are advised that the School Country Bus Service can only be 
accessed by occasional users when they follow the following  
guidelines: 

 

1. Students must obtain an “Occasional Permission to Travel on a 
Country Bus” form from the Bus Coordinator (Mr Hart) the day 
prior to travel. 

2. This form is to be filled in by a parent or guardian and presented 
to the Bus Coordinator for verification by morning recess on the 
day of requested travel. 

3.     Students must present the signed copy of the form to the bus 
 driver to access the bus. 
 

Please note that students will not be permitted to access the service 
unless the guidelines are adhered to. If you require further information 
in regard to this, or any bus service matter, please contact Mr Hart at 
the college. 

 
Year 7 Swimming 

Trials 
Friday February 

6th 

 

1.00pm – 3.20pm 

 

Beat the heat and finish off the first week with a splash. 

Remember bathers, towel, proper footwear [no thongs] and a hat. 

Buses will take students to and from the pool. 



 

FOR SALE 
 

YEAR 7 MATHS BOOK 
 $15.00 

PHONE: 0405316399 
 

TO SELL  
 

YEAR 9 MATHS BOOK TO 
SELL 

 
WANTED  

YEAR 10 MATHS BOOK 
WANTED TO BUY 

PHONE: 0418 311186 

WANTED TO BUY  
 
YR 11 Psychology Units 1 & 2 
H & Human Development  
Units 1 & 2 
 
Challenges and 
Health VCE Units 
 
Business  
Management – 
Back to Business 
Units 1 & 2 
Phone: 53581892 

Stawell Swifts Under 14 and 
Under 17’s training 

 
Stawell Swifts Under 14 and 
Under 17’s training will  
commence on Wednesday, 11th 
February from 4.30pm at North 
Park. Come and meet our new 
coaches Chris Folks and  
Maurice Billi. Any interested 
players welcome. 
For further information contact 
Maurice Billi on 0409971690. 
 

Amelia & Friends 
Come along and see……. 
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Exhibition open: 30th Jan – 15th Feb 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10am – 4pm 

 

Where: Stawell Railway Station Gallery  
“Overland Room” 

 

Exhibiting Artists:  Amelia Kingston, Val McCann, Kerri  
Kingston, Jemima Kingston, Khal Lawton, Fran Deutsher, 

Kevin Free, Ali McCann, Barb Venn, Carolyn Thomas, 
Helen Leach, Sue Cunningham, Sue McCutcheon, Jackie 

Bailey, Joy Warren, Lynette Cox Hayward. 

STAWELL TAFE CAMPUS 2009 
You can explore a range of possibilities in the areas of: 
· Further Study 
· Employment 
· Community Involvement 
· Personal Fulfilment 
ADULT PROGRAMS, Certificates in General Education of Adults. 
Provides Knowledge and Skills through units in : Reading and Writing,  
Numeracy/Maths, Community Issues and Engagement, Personal  
Development, Art & other Electives. 
Contact Terri 53553025 or Geraldine 53587245 
Also available : YOUTH / VCAL PROGRAM 
CWE & TRANSITION PROGRAM (SPECIAL NEEDS)  
Contact Marian 53587247. For information about any of the options telephone  
Reception 53587231 or call into the Campus at Sloane St, Stawell. 


