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ENGAGING STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
 

One of our 10 Rules of Engagement is for teachers to present with enthusiasm.  We are passionate 
about our subject area, as well as students learning.  Sometimes, however, we need to re-invigorate our 
interest as teachers, and ensure our excitement is genuine and infectious.  As a staff we are challenging 
ourselves to share our enthusiasm during the next couple of weeks and we expect this to make a  
difference to student learning. 
Another focus for 2009 is to increase our interaction with parents.  On Tuesday our Year 12 parents 
and students enjoyed an informal gathering to share personal aspirations and discuss school goals.   
Parents and students included having fun and enjoying themselves as hopes for the year, along with 
achieving their best, gaining entry to courses and personal growth.  With respect to Year 12, the school 
has goals to increase the number of students achieving individual study scores higher than 40, and  
ensuring that more students attain 12 years of schooling or training.  These goals are about improving 
the outcomes for students, so we are pleased to be discussing them with students and their families so 
we can all work together to achieve our aspirations. 
Parents indicated in their feedback about the evening that it was good to meet the teachers, hear about 
school goals, share with other parents and students, and understand more about the VCE.  They also 
requested more opportunities of this type, more information about pathways beyond school and more 
strategies to assist young people to succeed.  Parents interested in more involvement and input into the 
school’s priorities and directions should consider joining school council – details about vacancies and 
nominations are in this Connections, and Phil Hall (President) or I would be pleased to discuss  
possibilities with anyone interested. 
There are times we are encouraged by our students.  I was very pleased to receive a letter from a Year 
11 student this week outlining her pride in our school response to the bushfires (details inside).  Most 
encouraging was her acknowledgement that her generation is preparing to accept responsibility for the 
future.  She says “I hope you can take comfort in knowing that we, the supposed ‘selfish, lazy and  
ignorant’ generation Y can prove ourselves to be instrumental in a time of crisis and can endeavour to 
learn from tragic events such as this one.  I also hope that you and other members of the community 
can have the greatest confidence in my generation as the torch is passed to us and we undertake the 

daunting task of administrating Australia in 
the coming years.”  I really hope all our  
students use their school experience to  
prepare for this responsibility. 
 

Peter Hilbig 
Principal 



SSC students will be competing in the Lions Club Youth of the 
Year Competition next week. From left Sarah, Tristan, Nathan 
and Kate are pictured with Lions Club Member Mr Kei th  
Haymes. 

School Photos 

The annual school photos will 
be taken on Tuesday 24th  
February. All students should 
have received the “Photo  
Order” form with all relevant 
details. If your child has not 
received the form please contact 
the general office for a form. 
Parents should note that the  
order and money is to be taken 
to school by students on the 
day of the photos and handed 
directly to the Photographer 
when their photo is being taken. 
If photos are required after the 
photo day, parents/guardians are 
to contact “David Torrington 
Master School Portraits” on  
5333 5577. 

Assembly to Honour School Leaders 
 

The College Student Structure requires elected students to undertake a  
number of responsible leadership positions including: 

 

Student Representative Council President 
Student Representative Council Form Captains 
Country Bus Captains 
Sports Age Group and House Captains 
Literacy Tutors 
Band Leaders 

 

A special assembly to officially honour the students who have been elected 
to these positions will be held on Friday 20th February in the College  
Assembly Hall. The assembly will commence at 10.10 AM and conclude by 
10.55 AM. 
 

Parents are invited to attend the assembly which will include special guests 
in Mr Phil Hall, School Council President and Mr Ben Cameron who will 
address the students on Leadership. 
Students Leaders and Parents are then invited to morning tea in the  
Assembly Hall Foyer immediately following the Assembly. 
 

Students must be in full school uniform and sit in the designated seat at the 
foyer end of the Assembly Hall. 
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2009 EXCURSION & SPORT 

REFUNDS 
 

In 2009 if a student has paid for 
an excursion or a sport event 
and is unable to attend for any 
acceptable reason, a credit for 
the amount paid will be put on 
the family account. A refund 
cheque will only be provided 
following a request in writing 
from a parent. This is only for 
amounts up to and including 
$50.  
Please discuss any queries with 
the Business Manager, Marie 
McAloon. 

Calculator For Sale $120 
PH: Julia Ren 0423245159 
Texas Instruments TI-84 plus 

Volunteers for  
Swimming Sports 

We still have a few vacancies for par-
ents who would like to volunteer some 
time to help out at our swimming  
carnival next Thursday. If you would 
like to assist then contact Mr. Jim Saw-
yer, Mr. Wes Illig or leave details of 
the time when you are available at the 
General Office. 

STUDENT/FAMILY  
INFORMATION  

Tomorrow each student will be 
bringing home a list of all their 

relevant information that parents 
need to update and return to school 

by Friday, 27th February. 
If no changes are required please 
sign the list and return to school. 

This is essential to 
 student safety. 



Mr Brian O’Donoghue 
I’ve just moved to the area from the Yarra Valley region. 
Completed my studies at Latrobe University Bundoora with 
a focus on Sciences. 
I’m teaching Mathematics, Science and Biology and am 
looking forward to being a part of the school and town  
community. 

Ms Jennifer Dalton 
Jenny is co-ordinating the Out-Of-School options  
program, and is really looking forward to working with 
young people at the school, the TAFE and LenZone. 

Ms Annette Gould 
Annette has joined the SSC Community to teach in the  
Humanities area of the school including our Year 11  
Accounting and VCE Legal Studies. 
She worked in the banking industry for a number of years 
before starting teaching at Charlton P-12 College and 
Lara Secondary College. 

Mr Toni Tori 
Hello! My name is Toni Tori and I am a new English 
teacher at Stawell Secondary College. Originally from 
Daylesford, I went to Uni at Monash and have spent the 
last two years teaching in Ararat. I am very excited to be 
Stawell and am already enjoying getting to know the 
staff, students and the town. 

Brian O’Donoghue 

Annette Gould 

Jennifer Dalton 

Toni Tori 

NEW STAFF WELCOMED TO  
STAWELL SECONDARY COLLEGE 

College Community Supports  
Fire Appeal 

Our college community showed their support for  
fellow Victorians who were devastated by the Black  
Saturday f i res with an amazing ef fort  in  
donating their time, money and toiletries to the fire appeal. 
 

The students took on the challenge of wearing casual dress to signify their  
support and donated $3435.85 cents over the two days. This includes a BBQ 
organised and provided by the Year 7 students and staff team. This is a  
remarkable effort with donations of up to $50 coming from families and  
individual forms raising in excess of $300. 
 

This great effort was supported with a large Ute load of donated toiletries, 
carefully packed by the Year 7 Form Captains, delivered last Friday to  
Howden Toyota. The estimated value of the toiletries was over $3,000. This 
load of toiletries was heading to the victims of the Bendigo fire. 
 

Well done to all involved on a great effort and we hope that our efforts can 
help ease some of the suffering, loss and pain felt by those affected by the 
fires. 



 

 

TEXT BOOKS FOR SALE 
 

Maths Methods 3 & 4  $20.00 
Specialist Maths 3 & 4  $20.00 
Chemistry 3 & 4   $20.00 
Physics 3 & 4   $20.00 
 

English books   $ 8.00 
Generals die in bed  $ 8.00 
Inheritance    $ 8.00 
Phone: Scott Anderson  0488103685 

German Exchange:    Herzlich Willkommen !!!! 

This weekend a large group of excited German students 
will arrive at Melbourne airport for the first part  of the 
AGTV/BJR German exchange program. Eight students 
from this group are based in Stawell and will attend 
school at Stawell Secondary College. Year 10 students 
Nellie Driscoll, Hollie Griffiths, Nathan Alborough , Molly 
Simpson, Caitlan Slorach, Elly Homden, Georgia Mussett 
and Carly Walter are eagerly looking forward to hosting 
their German exchange partners for the next ten weeks. 
The German students have the opportunity to go on a 
Central Australia trip with their fellow students f rom 
Germany in a few weeks time. In November our students 
will fly to Germany for the return part of the exchange. 
Please make our German guests feel welcome and we hope 
they will have a fantastic time here!! 

College Community affected 
by Fires 

 

While our local area was safe from the 
fires that have devastated many  
communities throughout Victoria over 
the past weeks, there was one member 

of our staff whose family was directly affected by the Black Saturday 
fires. 
 

New staff member Brian O’Donoghue’s parents lost their home at 
Christmas Hills. Brian left last Friday for four days to support his 
family with donations from the school community. While the news 
was devastating, Brian reported back that his family was safe and 
well. 

WANTED TO BUY  
Yr 10 Advance Maths Book Ph: 0400583879 

TO SELL  -  Yr 8 Maths Book GC $20.00 
PH: 0400583879 
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“Your History” our 2009 Production has started. This week we 
held auditions for speaking and singing roles. Any students 
who missed out on auditioning please contact Miss Edwards 
and Miss Lee as soon as possible. 
 

We need your help: We are looking for help with costumes, set 
design and construction, dancing, lighting, hair and makeup, 
sound, ushering, the kitchen sink………….. 
If you would like to be part of the show please contact Miss 
Edwards and Miss Lee. 

“Your History” – Our Production 

School Council Nominations and Elections 
An election is to be conducted for members of the School Council of Stawell Secondary College  

Nominations must be lodged at the school office by 4 pm on Monday 2nd March, 2009. 

The ballot (if required) will close at 4 pm on Monday 16th March 2009. 

Council has three vacancies for parent members  and two vacancies for Department of Education and 
Early Childhood Development employees  all to be elected for two years. 

Council will also have one casual vacancy for a parent member for one year, one for a community member for 
two years , and one for a community member for one year which the council will seek to fill by co-option. 

A nomination form and a self nomination form are inserted into this Connections.  Please use these to  
lodge nominations, or contact Principal Peter Hilbig or President Phil Hall to discuss your involvement in this 
important and rewarding aspect of school governance. 


