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Bushfire Relief 
Thank you students for your participation in the casual dress day today, and we look forward to further 
donations tomorrow as a second casual dress day will be shared with schools across the entire state of 
Victoria.  Also remember to bring a couple of dollars for lunch tomorrow at the Year 7 sausage sizzle, 
and to bring cosmetics and toiletries to school for the Bendigo fire victims before noon on Friday.  The 
bushfire tragedy has affected families within our school community as well as those in fire ravaged  
areas.  Our thoughts are with those whose homes are still under threat and those who are beginning the 
process of rebuilding their lives in the aftermath. 
Apology to Australia’s Indigenous Peoples – One Year On 
Tomorrow morning the Aboriginal flag will be raised at Stawell Secondary College to mark the first 
anniversary of the Apology to Australia’s Indigenous Peoples.  Last year when the apology was moved 
through the Parliament of Australia, the entire nation was challenged to review our attitudes and  
relationships to the original inhabitants of this land.  The Prime Minister called for “A future where all 
Australians, whatever their origins, are truly equal partners with equal opportunities and with an equal 
stake in shaping the next chapter in the history of this great country, Australia”.  As the Aboriginal 
flag is raised tomorrow we can recall and reflect on the cultural and historical significance of this event, 
and consider our role in bringing about the future described in the Apology. 
Positive Relationships 
One of our 10 Rules of Engagement is “We will endeavour to develop positive relationships with all 
students and parents.”  Throughout last year staff worked through feedback from students, parents and 
themselves and identified relationships as a significant and powerful factor influencing student  
learning.  The partnership between students, teachers and parents is being strengthened through  
including students in parent-teacher interviews, and involving parents more in the life of the school.  
Next Tuesday, parents of Year 12 students are invited to an informal get together with teachers.  This 
will be an opportunity to ensure we are working together towards the success of our senior students.  
Each term this year we will conduct a “parents forum”, where school issues will be presented for  
discussion and recommendation.  Our school council elections also begin next week with several  
vacancies to be filled by interested parents and community members who can advise and assist with the 
governance of the school.  These are exciting opportunities for parents to share and influence their 

young people’s learning experiences, and I 
would welcome conversations with anyone 
interested in becoming involved. 
 
Peter Hilbig 
Principal 



Form groups at Stawell Secondary College are currently electing students to 
represent them on the SRC. 
These will be finalised by the end of next week along with the election of the 
President, Vice President and SRC executive. 
Students have until 3.30 pm tomorrow to obtain a form from Ms Slorach or the 
general office and nominate for the position of President of the SRC.   
Candidates will speak at a whole school assembly on Wednesday next week.  
Elections will take place in form assembly on Thursday and badges will be  
presented at a whole school assembly on Friday.  The person who obtains the 
second most votes will be invited to be Vice President and the other  
unsuccessful candidates will be invited to form the executive. 
One of the first tasks of the SRC will be the organisation of a fund raiser for the 
victims of the fires which have razed parts of Victoria and continue to wreak 
havoc in some areas.  Students involved in the SRC will also be expected to  
develop their leadership skills by attending professional development  
opportunities in the near future.   
Good luck to all students nominating for a position on the SRC. 
 

    *****Competition winner: Congratulations Gwylym ! ****** 
 

Year 12 student Nathan Watson ran a competition as part of a work requirement 
on leadership completed by his class.  Students were asked to identify three 
leaders pictured.  The winner of the competition was Gwylym Notting.  He  
recognised Australia’s Governor General Quentin Bryce, prominent leader in 
the African-American civil rights movement Martin  Luther King Junior  and 
the leader of the nonviolent resistance movement against the British colonial 
rule in India, Mahatma Ghandi.  

Student Representative Council news:  
Elections this week! 

2009  House Captains 
The following students are to be congratulated for taking on responsible roles 
for our three house sporting events this year: 

We also acknowledge those students who have been prepared to be vice  
captains.  

Age Group Mitchell McLachlan Griffiths 

13 Girls Rikki Ekman Lucy Pollock Anna Tuncks 

13 Boys Tom Grace Ryan Folkes Zac Limbourne 

14 Girls Ellen Williams Bethany Griffiths Meagan Armstrong 

14 Boys Alex Ross Zac Marrow Tom Walter 

15 Girls Charlotte Hilbig Belinda Coleman Jayde Tangey 

15 Boys David Morris Ashley Cowen Mitch Olafsen 

16 Girls Annie Leithhead Georga Mussett Jade Bird 

16 Boys Jack Tyzzer Adam Treloar Justin Rathgeber 

17 Girls Kristy Matthews Shelby Grant Abbey Olafsen 

17 Boys Tristan Hilbig Kyal Hutchins Matt Newton 

18 – 20 Girls Sarah Morris  
Lisa Monaghan 

Kelsey Weight Samantha Hall 

18 – 20 Boys Chris Carson Ashley Driscoll Jack Fraser 

Girls’ House  
Captain[s] 

Sarah Morris  
Lisa Monaghan 

Kelsey Weight Samantha Hall 

Boys’ House  
Captain 

Chris Carson Ashley Driscoll Jack Fraser 

Important - All Parents -  
Conveyance Allowances 2009 

 

A conveyance allowance may be paid 
to parents who drive their children 
more than 4.8km to the nearest pick 
up point of a free country bus service 
or their nearest school, where no bus 
service is available.  
 

To be eligible for the Conveyance 
Allowance students must be: 

A t tend ing  the i r  nea res t  
Government or non-government 
school 
Living further than 4.8km from 
either the school or the nearest 
pick up point of a free country 
bus. 
Be under 21years of age and  
attending school on a full time 
basis. 

 

Families who completed applications 
last year for students attending SSC 
and who are still meeting the above 
requirements do not need to  
reapply.  
 

Parents of students new to this 
school, or who have moved to a new 
location that makes them eligible to 
apply must complete an application 
form that is available from the  
general office and return the form 
to the school by 27th Feb 2009. 
Please ring me on 5358 1700 if you 
have any questions regarding the 
Conveyance allowance or other  
matters regarding the Country Bus 
Network..  
Mr Hart ,   Bus Coordinator  

Maths Homework Club 
 

The Maths Homework 
Club will again run this 
year in the School Library 
from 3.30pm to 4.30pm 
e a c h  T h u r s d a y  
commencing this week. 
Maths teachers will be 
available at this time to 
assist students with their 
maths. Students of all year 
levels are welcome to  
participate. 
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Mrs Kerrie  
Peters 

Ms Ling Zhao 

Mr Stephen Wilson 

Wiebke 
(Vepka) 

Ms Meaghan 
Feldman 

Mr Lachlan Ellis 

Coordinating the International Student Program for the 23 Chinese students currently enrolled at the school. 
I will be supporting and maintaining relationships with  the students  and assisting them with life in the 
Stawell community, forming relationships with their Australian homestay families and the  
students families in China.  I will be recruiting new Homestay families within Stawell. If you are  
interested in hosting a student either short term or long term or would like to know about the program, 
please don’t hesitate contact me. 5358 1700. 0488652 166. 

Greetings! I am filling the new role of ICT  Technician this year, and my 
responsibilities will be to ensure all Information and Communication  
Infrastructure within the College is properly maintained and developed as 
required. I grew up in Horsham, was educated at Horsham College and I am 
a fresh graduate of Monash University. My previous work experience in  
Information Technology includes GWM Water, McCormick Foods and The 
National Australia Bank. It is great to be a part of Stawell Secondary  
College, and I hope to make a positive impact throughout the 2009 school 
year! 

My name is Wiebke (Vepka) and I am the new  
German assistant teacher. I am glad to be here in Stawell 
for the next 5 months and look forward to helping the  
students to learn more about Germany and its language. 

Mrs Lyn  
Fraser 

Lyn Fraser has spent the previous 3 years teaching at 
University of Ballarat, Horsham Campus. Lyn taught 
Apprentices, School Based Apprentices, Vetis and Fee 
for Service Students. 
Lyn has also extensive experience in Industry. 
Lyn is looking forward to the challenges ahead  
teaching all the promising future hairdressers skills they 
can transfer into industry with OH&S and  
preparing clients for Salon Services and more. 
Lyn has also consulted with the school over previous 
months developing the existing old auto room into a  
Salon. This is almost ready for completion. 

Mrs Bev Kindred 

Bev has joined us from  
Landmark in Stawell and looks 
forward to supporting staff and 
students in her role as  
Administration Support Officer. 

Taught at SSC for 6 months last 
year and re-signed again. 
Teaches Maths and Chemistry. 
Grew up in Horsham, and went 
to University in Melbourne and 
has now returned to the country. 

I have been appointed 
by the Region as a  
literacy coach to coach 
teachers on how to  
deliver literacy in the 
classroom across the 
curriculum. 

Ling is a Chinese and ESL teacher and 
also supports the International Students 
Program. Ling also teaches at Stawell 
West P.S. 

Stephen teaches Business Management, VCAL and Yr 9 
Mathematics. He has previously taught at Charlton and 
Swan Hill. Stephen has also worked with the Intellectually 
Disabled and in the furniture industry. 

Mr Rowan Hill 

Please see next week’s newsletter for more of our new staff. 



 

WANTED  
Year 10 Maths Book 

Business Management Units 1 & 2 
Phone: 5358 1440 

 
 

WANTED  
Second hand copies of “Divine Wind”  

by Gary Disher 
 

Contact Adrienne Smith  
Ph 5358 1700 

 
 

YEAR 10 MATHS BOOK  
WANTED TO BUY  

Phone: 5358 4950 / 0409569689 

DEBUTANTE DRESS 
FOR SALE 

SIZE 10 REGULAR 
Suit Height Approx. 172cm 

Worn ONCE only!!! 
Simple & Elegant 
Strapless gown in  

Ex Condition 
(Comes with full  

description) 
Paid $650 / Sell $450 ONO 

Ring / SMS Message to  
0439 012 466 
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Students in Years 10, 11 and 12  

interested in a 2 year  
apprenticeship with Certificate 

3 in Recreational  
Vehicle Manufacturing course 
included, please see Mr Dalziel 

by Friday, 13th February. 
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The College is pleased to announce that its student 
mentoring program – GRAMPS – has received a 

$2000 Community Grant from Northgate Australian Ventures. At the  
presentation of the grant, Stawell Gold Mines CEO, Troy Cole spoke of the  
desire of the company to be involved in broader aspects 
of the community. He felt that the grants should  
encompass a wide range of activities and participants in 
the community. 
GRAMPS Coordinator Jeff Cameron indicated that the 
grant would enable the program to provide training for 
the mentors, and operate at no cost to the  
volunteer mentors. Equipment and materials needed for 
activities and projects as well as excursions would be 
funded from the grant. 
The College wishes to express its sincere gratitude for 
the financial involvement of Stawell Gold Mines in 
the Grampians Region Adolescent Mentoring Program. 

Education Maintenance Allowance 
To be eligible to receive the EMA, you must: 

be either a parent of guardian of a secondary school  
student up to the age of sixteen, and 

be an eligible beneficiary of a Centrelink pension,  
allowance or benefit within the meaning of the State 
Concessions Act 1986 or be a Veterans Affair (TPI) 
pensioner or be a foster parent, and submit your  
application to the school by 27th February, 2009. 

 

The eligibility criteria must be met as at the first day of Term 
1 (28th January 2009) for the first payment. 
 

The closing date for EMA applications for the first instalment 
will be 27th February, 2009. 
If you are eligible and have not completed an application 
form please do so as soon as possible. Late applications 

cannot be accepted. 


